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gomery Blair, it appeared to me, best conformed to these
requirements; that the President knew the man, his ability,
his truthfulness, honesty, and courage.

The President at different points expressed his concur-
rence in my views, and spoke kindly and complimentarily
of Mr. Blair, but did not in any way commit himself, nor
did I expect or suppose he would.

I have since seen and had a full conversation with Blair.
We had previously exchanged a few words on the subject.
I then stated to him that, while it would gratify me to see
him on the bench, I preferred that he should continue in
active political life, and that I had especially desired he
should go into the War Department. This point was al-
luded to in our present interview, and he confessed the War
Department was more congenial to his feelings, but Seward
wanted a tool there, and if he had influence, it would be
exerted against him (Blair) for that place. Yet in a conver-
sation which he had with Seward about a week since, Sew-
ard had given him (Blair) to understand that he was his
(Seward;s) candidate for Chief Justice. I told him that he
could hardly be sincere in this, for Evarts would not con-
sent to be a candidate nor think of it if Seward was not for
him. Blair seemed a little shocked with this view of facts,
and remarked that if Seward was not for him he was an
infernal hypocrite.

Blair .says he is singularly placed at this juncture, for the
Marylanders are disposed to put him in the Senate at this
time, while this judicial appointment is pending. I told him
that personally I should be as much pleased to see him in
the Senate as in the Court.

Governor Dennison, Postmaster-General, called at my
house this evening to have some conversation on the sub-
ject of judge. He says he is and was at the last session
committed for his fellow townsman Judge Swayne, who was
at the time recommended by all on the bench; that he had
called on the President at that time in behalf of Swayne,
and the President then remarked that that seemed a set-